St. Jerome’s Science Policy
Intent: 

Science is a systematic investigation of the physical, chemical and biological aspects of the world which relies on first hand experiences and on other sources of information. The scientific process and pupils’ problem-solving activities will be used to deepen their understanding of the concepts involved. The main aspects of science to be studied will be determined by the programmes of study in the national curriculum.
Through science pupils at St Jerome’s will continue to deepen their respect, care and appreciation for the natural world and all its phenomena.

· to develop pupils’ enjoyment and interest in science and an appreciation of its contribution to all aspects of everyday life

· to build on pupils’ curiosity and sense of awe of the natural world

· to use a planned range of investigations and practical activities to give pupils a greater understanding of the concepts and knowledge of science

· to introduce pupils to the language and vocabulary of science

· to develop pupils’ basic practical skills and their ability to make accurate and appropriate measurements

· to develop pupils’ use of computing in their science studies.

· to extend the learning environment for our pupils via our environmental areas and the locality

· to promote a ‘healthy lifestyle’ in our pupils.

Implementation of Science Teaching and Learning:
We believe, at St. Jerome’s, that science encompasses the acquisition of knowledge, concepts, skills and positive attitudes and also promotes communication in a specific and precise language involving scientific, mathematical and logical thinking. Through Hamilton Trust Planning, the programmes of study in the National Curriculum science document, and the EYFS, children will acquire and develop these skills throughout their Primary years. The main focus of our approach will be through open-ended activities where we encourage children to recognize the need for fair testing. 
· A range of teaching methods are employed. Science can be linked to other curriculum areas where appropriate but can also be taught as a separate ‘stand alone’ subject.

· Children are taught in their own classes but are arranged in a variety of ways according to the nature of the activity. They are either grouped by ability or work in mixed ability groups.

· Children are generally taught by their respective teachers who have the responsibility for providing differentiated material in all curriculum areas.

· Differentiation is met through exploration, the level of investigation, the degree of support and the expectation of the outcomes. The following approaches will be used as appropriate: hands on activities, research using reference books and the internet, problem solving and investigation, direct teaching and discussion.
· Hamilton's science planning is arranged to take advantage of seasonal study opportunities and to ensure progression in scientific working skills, while covering the National Curriculum for England. Each year is comprised of 6 blocks of 6 sessions dedicated to one of the science areas and culminating in a meaningful outcome. Opportunities for children to meet the full range of scientific investigative approaches entail pattern seeking, exploring, problem solving, fair testing, and analysing secondary sources.
Impact: 
The impact on our children is clear: progress, sustained learning and transferable skills. With the implementation of the investigation focus being well established and taught thoroughly in both key stages, we equip children to be confident scientists.

As all aspects of science are an integral part of the curriculum, children consolidate their skills and develop a deeper understanding of science in everyday life and the awe and wonder of the world around them; God’s fingerprint on the world.
As children move on to further their education and learning we hope this approach provides every child with the thinking skills, passion for science and high aspirations to continue to grow and develop within science.
Equal Opportunities and Inclusion: 

All children have equal access to the science curriculum and its associated practical activities. The SLT, Class Teachers and TAs at St Jerome’s Primary School are responsible for ensuring that all children, irrespective of gender, learning ability, physical disability, ethnicity and social circumstances, have access to the whole curriculum and make the greatest possible progress. Where appropriate, work will be adapted to meet pupils’ needs and, if appropriate, extra support given. More able pupils will be given suitably challenging activities. Gender and cultural differences will be reflected positively in the teaching materials used.

All children have equal access to the Science Curriculum, its teaching and learning, throughout any one year. This can be monitored by analyzing pupil performance throughout the school to ensure that there is no disparity between groups.
Assessment and Marking: 

Assessment for learning is continuous throughout the planning, teaching and learning cycle, assessing pupil’s knowledge, skills and attitudes:
· Observing children at work, individually, in pairs, in a group, and in classes. 

· Questioning, talking and listening to children. 

· Considering work/materials/investigations produced by children together with discussion about this with them. 

Children’s progress is continually monitored and tracked throughout their time at St. Jerome’s School using Balance. Much of the work done in science lessons is of a practical or oral nature and, as such, recording will take many varied forms. It is, however, important that written work is marked regularly and clearly, as an aid to progression and to celebrate achievement, following the school’s marking policy. When appropriate, pupils may be asked to self-assess or peer assess their own or other’s work.
Health and Safety: 

All staff should make themselves conversant with the school’s Health and Safety Policy. Where appropriate, reminders will be given to children about potential hazards and care of the equipment they are using.  Any trips should be planned with due regard to the school policy for outings with appropriate Risk Assessments carried out. LA guidance may need to be sought on trips involving farms etc. 
Resourcing:
Resources are stored in the Science/Maths cupboard. Planning and assessment materials are found online (Hamilton Trust) and on staff drive. Monitoring of use and need will be carried out termly by the Science Lead followed by ordering/reordering if needed.
Role of the Subject Leader:
The coordination and planning of the science curriculum are the responsibility of the subject leader, who also:

· keeps colleagues and school governors informed about developments in science and provides a strategic lead and direction for the subject;
· keeps own CPD up-to-date and regularly feeds back to colleagues;
· discusses progress with the Head Teacher and evaluates strengths and weaknesses in science;

· reviews the success of the Hamilton scheme and reviews evidence of children’s work;

· arranges opportunities for science enhancement through external provider.
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